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Strategic Research Development Fund 2026
APPLICATION FORM

SECTION 1: APPLICANT DETAILS
1.1 Principal Investigator
Name: 
Position: 
Faculty/School: 
Email: 
Phone: 
ECR Status (if applicable): ☐ Yes ☐ No

1.2 Co-Investigators
	Name
	Position
	Faculty/School
	Discipline
	ECR
	Māori/Pacific (optional)

	
	
	
	
	
	


(Add rows as required)

1.3 External Partners (if applicable)
	Organisation
	Contact Person
	Role in Programme
	Level of Commitment

	
	
	
	




SECTION 2: PROJECT OVERVIEW
2.1 Project Title:
2.2 AUT TTRN Research Area Alignment (select all that apply):
☐ Smart and Sustainable Futures
☐ Human-Centered Technology Innovation
☐ Creative and Connected Technologies
2.3 Target External Funding Scheme
Scheme Name: 
Funder: 
Indicative Submission Deadline: 
Estimated Funding Value: 
Duration of Proposed External Programme: 
SECTION 3: RESEARCH CONCEPT
(Maximum 1,000 words)
Please address:
- The research problem or challenge
- Strategic significance (national/international)
- Innovation and transformational potential
- Proposed interdisciplinary approach
- Indicative scope and scale of the external programme
SECTION 4: EXTERNAL FUNDING STRATEGY
(Maximum 400 words)
Please describe:
- Why the identified scheme is appropriate
- Fit with funder priorities
- Proposed programme structure
- Readiness for submission
- Timeline to submission
- Partner engagement strategy

SECTION 5: VISION MĀTAURANGA / TE TIRITI ALIGNMENT
(Maximum 200 words)

SECTION 6: TEAM CAPABILITY & ROLES
(Maximum 300 words)
- Roles and responsibilities of each investigator
- How interdisciplinarity will be integrated
- ECR involvement and mentorship
- Māori/Pacific leadership or participation (if applicable)
- Proposed governance structure for the future programme

SECTION 7: BUDGET (Maximum $30,000)

	Budget Item
	Description
	Amount (NZD)

	Research Assistant
	
	

	Workshops / Co-design
	
	

	Consultation / Expert Advice
	
	

	Technical/Prototype Development
	
	

	Software / Data
	
	

	Other (specify)
	
	

	
	Total:
	


Budget Justification (Maximum 200 words):

SECTION 8: EXPECTED OUTPUTS BY 31 DECEMBER 2026
☐ Completed research work that contributes to a major external funding application
☐ A draft of an external funding proposal ready for submission
Describe key milestones between July – December 2026:

SECTION 9: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION CHECKLIST
☐ A CV for each investigator
☐ Evidence of partner support (if available)
☐ Additional supporting documentation (if applicable)

SECTION 10: DECLARATIONS & APPROVALS
Principle Investigator Declaration
I confirm that the information provided is accurate, that the team is eligible to apply, and that any required ethical approvals will be obtained if funded.

Signature: ___________________________
Date: _______________________________

Head of School Approval
I support this application and confirm workload feasibility.
Name: ___________________________
Signature: _______________________
Date: ___________________________
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